
Welcome to Hope Valley College



To Be the Best That You Can Be 
(Everyday)



2023

GCSE Information Evening

How to support your 
young person to 
succeed at GCSE



2023

GCSE Information Evening

1. Attendance 

2. Key Stage 4 courses 

3. Systems 

4. Independent learning

5. Building resilience



Our target is 96%

By the end of the year 96% would be 182 
days (8 days not in school)

That’s 40 lessons missed, even if you are on 
target! 

Attendance matters



• Genuine illness or family circumstances?
• Full day off for a dentist or doctor appointment?
• Avoiding a lesson or homework or something?
• Missed the bus?
• Holiday?
• Can’t face it?
It’s never too late to improve

Attendance matters



Attendance matters

School life goes  beyond the classroom: 
friendships and experiences 
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Key Stage 4 courses 
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GCSE Information Evening

Important dates 

• Year 10: 
• January exams: 15th January – 26th January

• Summer exams: 24th June – 5th July

• Subject evening for parents/ carers: 15th February

• Careers Fair: 21st May 

• Work Experience: week beginning 8th July 
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GCSE Information Evening

Important dates 
• Year 11: 

• Mock exams: 6th November – 17th November
• Mock exams: 5th February – 16th February 
• Subject evening for parents/ carers: 11th December
• Final exams: GCSE examination period – 9th May 2024 until 26th June 2024 

• (26th is a contingency day in the event of national or significant local 
disruption to examinations in the UK)

• Results day: Results day 22nd August 2024
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Examination courses 
AQA

• English Language

• English Literature

• History

• Art & Design

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Physics

• Combined Science (Trilogy)

• French

• Design & Technology

WJEC

• Engineering

• Geography

• Hospitality & Catering

• Music

OCR

• Computer Science

Pearson

• Drama

• Mathematics

• Physical Education



In school systems



Learning platforms





1: Click here

2: Then on the next screen click here



GCSEPod works!

Students that 

did not use 

GCSEPod on 

average 

received 2 

grades lower 

than their 

teachers 

predicted

Students that 

did use 

GCSEPod on 

average 

received 9 

grades higher 

than their 

teachers 

predicted.  

That’s one 

grade higher in 

every subject!
NON

USERS

LOW

USERS

GOOD

USERS
HIGH

USERS

Usage during term 1 and 2

Usage during exams



Go to ‘My Courses’ Choose an exam Start revising

Revise by searching for an EXAM



English

ENGLISH



Reading: two sources Q1-4 (25%)

Writing: point of view       (25%)

Paper 2 (1hr 45 mins)

Reading: one source Q1-4 (25%)

Writing: description/story   (25%)

Paper 1 (1hr 45 mins)

Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing

Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives

Language GCSE

Spoken Language Presentation



• Encourage reading of new fiction, reading beyond the texts we have studied in 

class: ask for a reading list.  

• Encourage reading of non-fiction, particularly news articles and opinion articles. 

Have discussion about the language choices and rhetorical devices used and how 

these impact upon the reader. 

• Encourage exposure to various text types: letters, articles, essays, speeches, 

leaflets.

• Encourage planning and proof reading. 

• Complete  assessment practice: in timed conditions. 

• Make use of exercise books for revision.

How can I support my child with English Language ?



Literature GCSE

Paper 2  (2hrs 15 mins)

An Inspector Calls       (21%)

Poetry Anthology          (19%)

Unseen Poetry             (15%)

Section A

Section B

Section C

Macbeth                 (21%)

A Christmas Carol      (19%)

Section A   

Section B

Unseen Poetry Comparison (5%)

Paper 1  (1hrs 45 mins)



• Encourage regular revision and rereading

• Refer to knowledge organisers

• Help with learning of quotations

• Help with learning vocabulary lists

• Complete  assessment practice: in timed conditions

• Make use of feedback – encourage them to refer back to their exercise 

book and to the feedback they have received

• Analyse the model responses and upgrade their own work

• Watch film versions of the texts or visit the theatre to see a production 

How can I support my child with English Literature ?



Science 

GCSE Information Evening



Triple Sciences

• Each GCSE, Biology, Chemistry and Physics will be assessed using 
• Two exam papers each of 1hr 45min length

• Six papers in total, which can be taken at higher or foundation level

• Six papers, each of 1hr 15min length

• 2 biology, 2 chemistry and 2 physics

• Higher or Foundation level available

Combined Science:Trilogy

Science 



Tiers of Entry

• Foundation up to Grade 5

• Higher tier 5 and above

If students are not strong grade 5 candidates they run the risk of sitting 
6 exams where they can only answer a small percentage of the papers. 

Tiers of entry will be decided almost entirely based on 
mock exam results.



Supporting Your Child
• Key Homework 

Assessments

• Recall homeworks

• Kerboodle

• Worksheets to bump up 
your grade

• Extension work

• Practice questions

• Key points

Use for pre-learning: 
focus on keywords and 
use of language



• GCSE Bitesize, revision guides, GCSE pod 
(on mobiles)

• Green Penned mocks - Retrieval

• - School website – remote learning

• Exam papers and exam questions 
organised by topic on Teams

Supporting Your Child



Further info

• Course content links to 
Kerboodle, copy of this in all 
books.



MATHS 



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1)

Assessment by examination 
• Paper 1 (non-calculator): 90 mins | 33% 
• Paper 2 (calculator): 90 mins | 33% 
• Paper 3 (calculator): 90 mins | 33%



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

How are we supporting your child?

• Regular testing and feedback
• Access to Sparx maths and mymaths
• Small group intervention in Year 11



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

Year 10 Assessments

Students in Year 10 will complete three paper across 
the year before they do a full mock paper in the EOY 
exams.

Year 11 Assessments 

Three 45 min papers every two weeks up to the 
mock exam week.

The mock exam comprising all 3 papers will take 
place at the start of November.

The regime of 45 min papers will continue from 
January. 

A second mock exam will take place in February



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

This student did not round to 
the nearest 10 correctly and 
could use clip 17 on sparx to 
revise for that. 

When students have completed a full set 
of mock examinations they will be given 
QLA of the papers.



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

• Staff will use the QLA sheets to focus revision in lessons



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

How can you support your child?

Ensure your child has the necessary equipment
• Pen, pencil, ruler, protractor and compass
• For papers 2 and 3 a scientific calculator is needed. Students should be 

bringing them to every lesson so that they know how to use them 
correctly

• Tracing paper is available in the exam

Encourage them to go back over work at regular intervals.



Maths

GCSE Information Evening

How can you support your child?

Online resources
• Mymaths  https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
• Youtube - there are lots of video tutorials if you search for a topic
• Past papers and markschemes  https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
• Sparx maths

Revision Guides CGP GCSE Maths Edexcel Revision Guide – Foundation or 

Higher

https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html


Retrieval practice strategies 

• Spaced learning

• Flashcards

• Writing summaries

• Using knowledge organisers 



Last lesson Last week Last term

Distant past, recent past, “yesterday”



2023

GCSE Information Evening

Challenges to navigate  
• Owning your own learning 

• Asking for help

• Organisation: notes, hand outs, booklets, log ons

• Managing time – social time, study time, sleep time, paid work 

• Prioritising work according to how much credit it’s worth 

• Planning and carrying out their revision. 

• Reviewing the plan 



2023
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Supporting a healthy 
approach, building 

resilience 
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Who can help in school?

• Tutors: first point of contact for any concerns

• Head of Key Stage: Mr Jenkinson

• Pastoral Team: Ms Daniels



2023
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Revision guides now available in the hall 
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